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could not, however, be kept by the Christians, and was
again fortified by a Moorish garrison.
The Count of Barcelona died soon after ; and as
there was only a widowed queen in Aragon, and a
baby-king in Castille, with half his realm usurped by
his uncle, Abd-el-Moumen. deemed it a fit time for an
attack on the Christians ; and collected such a host
that the Arab historians say it numbered three hun-
dred thousand men, that the earth shook beneath their
tread, and that the camp covered the hills, the valleys,
and the mountains. In the midst of his preparations,
however, Abd-el-Moumen died in 1163 ; and his son,
Syd Yousuf Abou Yakoub, dismissed the army, having
to attend to the revolts that were made by his brothers.
Yakoub was a great builder. He finished the splendid
mosque at Seville which his father had begun, and
which is now, by the name of the Giralda, the most
magnificent and unique of cathedrals. He also built
^a grand alhaina, or court-house, and quays, and aque-
ducts ; so that Seville began to equal, if not to surpass
Cordova, which never recovered its greatness after the
fall of the Ommeyads.
In 1170, the young Alfonso IX. being of age, Esteban
de Illan, one of the chief men of Toledo, built a tower
and dedicated a church to San Romano, where he set
up the standard of the castles of Castille in honour of
their young king. The whole country responded to
the call, and the yoke of Leon was shaken off without
an effort, and Alfonso found himself king of all Castille.
He asked and obtained the hand of Eleanor, the eldest
daughter of Henry II. of England and Eleanor of
Aquitaine, who is said to have brought him the appanage
of Gascony, and who bore him thirteen children—of

